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Q, You lived on a farm in Saskatchewan? 

A. Yes. 

Q. r7 ere your parents homesteading? 

A. Yes, my father took the property for homesteading back in 18'jQ, 

Q. Do you have a large family? 

A. Yes I • and 8 children and Mother and Dad. 

Q,. T!hen did you move to this area? 

A. 1924. 
Q. After you were married? 

A. After I was married , yes. 

Q .. ,·) What made you come here? 

A, r The dry weather out there, so we decided to come here. And because of the 

timber - out there ue had no wood , we had to buy coal for fuel. 

Q, So did you farm here as well? 

A. TI ell, I guess you could call it farming - hay and we had cattle and horses and 

pigs and chickens. 

Q. Jhat did you think of this ·~rea? 

A. 'e fell in love with it right a11ay. After being on the Prairie, we were about 

JO miles from the lake and here we got probably right on the edge of the lake, 

Q. How do you feel about having this papermill here? 

A. I clon 't know 1-rhat we would do without it. 

Q, You married in_ Saskatchewan? 

A, Yes. 

Q. And your husband was also a farmer? 

A. Yes. 

Q. 1!here was your farm here? 

A. At Rscham, north of here - we don ' t pronounce it correctly so they tell us it 

should be pronounced Rikam. 

Q. 1·!hen you carne here did you have children at that time? 

A, Yes, I had four of them, two boys and hro f;irls. 

~- So your whole family moved here. 



A. Yes. 

Q, A.i How did you come down, by train? 

A~ ~t Yes, we came by train. My husband came in the car with the stock and ·implements 

[. and I came with the children in the train. 

Q. :ere your children very young when you had to be moved up here? 

A. I was 32 and my husband was 36. 
Q, So that would be a rather lone jour.aey with children on a train. 

A. Oh it was, they got very tired ancl the youngest ono, he was 2;~· • he would say 

everytime the train stopped, "Now come on Hommie, c;et off this rickety old 

train. " He didn ' t like it at all , he had never been on a train before. 

Q, What was the home like that you came to here? 

A. We just stayed with a neighbour we had known before we came doun here. He 

generously gave us his kitchen to live in until we got a loe; house up on the 

homestead. 

Q. How long did that talrn? 

A. Pive months. 

Q. So what you had to start off uith in building your home here was pretty rough. 

A. It was built with rough logs, yes. And there was a small sawmill here and we 

could get lumber for the floor and the roof. 

Q. How did you keep it warm? 

A. By woodstove. 

Q. ::--,s that very good for heat? 

A. Oh , yes, wonderful. We had wood stoves out in the Prairies too but He didn ' t 

have timber so we had to use coal. But here , after being in the country where 

there was no wood , every chip· and stick was used carefully. 

Q. 1 f ere you pretty isolated on the farm or did you have neighbors close by? 

A. Here we had neighbors very close and at the time we came there ·Fere a lot of 

people coming in here. They wanted to get away from the dry reL.,ions. 

Q. So here you had neighbors and in Saskatchewan your neighbors 1-wuld be further 

away. You Hould be more isolated? 

A. No, about -¼ a mile was the nearest _1eighbor there. That was about the same 

here. 

Q. How did the climate here affect you? 

A, Ue didn ' t find a _:rea.t deal of difference. We had cold winters in the Prairies 

but He had a lot more rain mre in the summertime. 

Q. Could I ask. you hou old you are? 

A. 88 ?Oin~ on 89, 



Q. You .:;rew up in Saskatchewan. Your mother also came from England? 

A. No, my mother was raised in the east . Her parents had come from Scot land ju;:t 

before she was born. 

Q. How did she cope with the homestead? 

A. They f01.md it rather rugged after the east, with all their fruits and nice 

e;ardens and all that and_ come out to the Prairies where they had to break up 

the land and gradually work into fruits and vegetables. Of course they started 

out 1-1ith oxen for p01rer. 

Q. You would have had a lot to endure, alot of hard Nork and ver-J different from 

• ._,.hat your father ana ::iother uere usGd to. Did she teach you anything about how 

to cope with life? 

A. Yes it teaches you patience for one thine;. You just have to be patient and 

take thini;;S in their stride and as they come. 

Q. Can you think of any particular incident which demonstrated to you what you 

would need to have in your later life as a girl? 

A. i-Je had to make everything. We had to k..l1.it the socks alld mitts and caps and 

things and make the other clothing from materials. One cliff erence I noticed 

a great deal now - I remember one time my mother called me in, Eaton ' s in 

those days used to send out samples of materials for dry goods and my mother 

got samples and she called me in to pick out a piece that I would like to have 

for a dress. I chose a nice pink one with little dots in it and it was 5¢ a 

yard. One year I made the dress - that is something that I have often thought 

of since the price we had to pay for material now. I wish I had kept a piece 

of that material. 

Q. ~an you think of any stories she taught you by her example as a mother? 

A. She taught the girls all through that we had to take a hand at cooking or dish­

washine or getting vegetables prepared. 

Q. iJhat about education? Was she anxious that you got your schooling? 

A. By this time, the time I was old enough to go to school, they had e;ot a sort of 

grant to pay someone to teach in a private home. By the time I was at the 

school age they had a school building and homemade desks and seats - so they 

weren't very comfortable to sit on. 

Q. You had brothers as well? 

A. Yes, five brothers and two sisters. There was ei€;ht of us all together. 

Q. Were you all encouraged equally to go on with your education? 

A. Oh yes - I wanted to go on. But if they i·:rould rather choose some other life -

two of my brothers chose railroading engineers. 



Q. Did you work before you married? 

A. Just at home, that ' s all. There was the children. 

Q. You are the oldest of the daughters? 

A. I was the oldest of the family. 

Q. You had some additional responsibilities? 

A. Yes, and I thought that wasn ' t fair. Too many things I think - she wanted me 

to supervise and it didn ' t turn out quite right and I got chastized for it. 

Q,. What kinds of thines were you able to do to brie;hten up your house and make it 

more into a home? 

Oh, embroi.elery work and we gathered theso :lowers and bullrushes in the fall 

and tied them up with - well we would crochet a straie;ht tie and make a little 

bow on that. Sometimes we put them in a fruit sealer and put them on an organ 

or something like that. 

Q. Do you do those paintings? 

A. I did the center one, the other two are done by. friends. 

Q. Did you find you had a talent for painting when you were youne;? 

A . No, this was aft er - my f arnily were pretty near all away when I st a1."t ed to 

paint. The lady here.was the President of our Women ' s Institute and she was 

just a natural paintei - she had no schooling on it at all. We were all so 

keen on her work and she said, ":Jell if you ladies would like to learn, we 

could arrange for some painting lessons. " So she did. 

Q. Did you do quilting'? 

A. Yes, lots of quilts. Pieces now that we wouldn ' t bother with. 

Q. Did you have one of your children at home? 

A. Yes, they were all born at home. There was no hospital like 1101-1. 

Q. Who helped you when your time came? 

A. Just a neighbor lady and then I had the doctor here. There was a doctor and 

he had a large community and it was difficult to get him. I just remember my 

mother telling that when I was born my Dad had to go 20 miles with an ox hitched 

in a hay. ,,de., 
quicker. 

to get a doctor. He had a pony of course and could come much 

Q. When you were having your children did any of those old stories occur to you 

about your childhood. 

Oh, yes, sure. Especially the first one. It made me think of what my mother 

had gone through. 

Q. Did it give you more strengh ? 



A. ·Jell, I guess it did in a way. You think that if your mother can do it so can 

you. 

Q. You would have been brin;;ing your children up in the depression? 

A. Yes, that was hard because w!?. couldn ' t get the things that we really wanted. 

The things that they needed. We couldn ' t 6et the things for their lunch, in 

fact, that He would like to get. 

Q. 1Jhat Hould you be able to get them for their lunch? 

A. Mostly just a sandwich made of homemade bread and homemade butter and the meat 

was home cured also. And jam, we picked a lot of fruit and made jam out of 

that. 

Q. Being on a farm, I guess you never have to go without food at all? 

A. No, we were never short of food - we grew our vegetables and I think back now 

and I see wagon.loads of potatoes and carrots and beets and turnips and things 

that were cooling in our basement. We just wondered \how we could get through 

them all in the winter. We irere all ready for next spring and to start again. 

Q. Would you have to go without or economize on things like clothing or house­

hold. utensils? 

A. Yes, you get one good dress made and that would be handed down from one to 

another. With my mother, I remember she had her wedding dress, a brown silk, 

and she had that one for 2.5 years, that was her good dress. Wherever she went 

she had to wear that. 

Q. You mentioned the Women ' s Institute. What yeat-: did you join? 

A. My mother and I had joined to a Homemakers Club in Saskatchewan which is prac-

tically the same thing. 

Q,:. Did you join the Women ' s Institute here shortly after you moved here? 

A. Yes, in ' 26 we organized our Institute here. 

Q. Did that help you meet new people in the area? 

A. Oh, yes. Many of the things we did helped the school and teachers and furniture, 

The Institute supplied the furniture for the first school. 

Q. What kind of fund~ raising things did you do? 

A. We put on concerts and we had a wonderful lot of people here for entertaining. 

So we put a great deal of thG.t on. Then we made quilts and sold them and we 

knit caps and mitts and sold them. 

Q. Did you see the Institute as a club that helped people? 

A. Oh yes, it Has wonderful. 

Q. But it was something for yourself too. 

A. Especially for the Homen. It really raised their lot a good deal. 



Q. How? 

A. By e;etting them all together. ::Xchanging recipes and methods of housework. I 

don ' t know, perhaps you ' ve heard this story of the lady that first started the 

Institute. She was just a yotmg girl and I think she was raised near Toronto 

and she wanted to be a teacher and she became one and in those days they had to 

teach two or three years in a rural district before they were elegible for a 

town. So she did this and while she Has putting in her three years out in the 

country she fell in love uith a youn_:; fellow at the house where she was board­

ing and finally cot married. She ··rent out ~iving lectures on organizations 

of the women so after a time - Erlin Lee 1 ·as thon the Minister of Agriculture 

and he told Mrs. Hoodles'"" that if she 11anted to 0 et an organization for women 

he would cto all he could to help her. He was the President of the Farmers 

Department. He did help ui th that a lot because he went ar01md demonstrating 

and lecturing what the thincs would be like for the women. That is how the 

or_:anization started and it is still ::;oing. 

Q. It seems to have cau0 ht on really quickly. 

A. Our membership now is 8½ million. Al~ of course, over the ·world. 

Q. Did your institute do the T1 reedsmere histor-J? 

A. Yes, we ' re doing that. 

Q. You mentioned that the women organized and you said that 11as a very ___;ood thing, 

was there a definite lack of Homen .:;etting together in this community, not 

sharing things? 

i. There was lrntil we started organizing the Women ' s Institute. Then they caught 

into that very readily. 

Q. How did JOU arrance things so you could have your afternoons or evenings free? 

Did you leave your children ~ri th your husba..n.d or ... ? 

A. \e took the children with us. Nothing like a day care centre nouadays, we had 

to· take our children with us. Caxry them on our backs and go wherever we could. 

Q. Very often, one hears the idea that women can ' t work together. 

A. '-le haven't had anything like that - very little. Over 50 years nothing like 

that has happened that is worth mentioning. 

Q. It made enough of a difference apparently to the lives of the wom:en to make it 

~rnrthwhile. 

A. It certainly did_. A wonderful difference to women ' s life. 

Q. 'That did you, what kind of a woman's life did you ~Lead? 



A. We had so much work doing, ne couldn ' t get into mis ctt.ef. 

Q. What kind of work did you do in the farm in Northern Ontario? 

A. Almost anything - on the Prairies I used to drive the horses and harrow or 

whatever it waE",,depending on what you had to do. I milked cows, I milked as 

many as 20 cows at one time. 

Q. So, in your circumstances, people just did what they could ;md it wasn ' t a matte.I 

of a man doing this or a woman doing that. 

A. Oh , . no, If a man iras busy at something else, you took over what he hadn ' t bee:e 

doing. If you didn't know how you had to learn how,· 

Q. And the kids would all :~.help too? 

A. Oh , yes , they were right there to help out. The young people in those days 

:-rere more willing to do these sort of things. Today there are very:· few of 

them that 1-fant to do any work. 

Q. Did you have any time just to sit down ax1d think by yourself? 

A. Very seldom, sometimes in the evening, especially in the Hinter time. But 

then you irould be knitting or sewing or something. 

Q. Did you find that frustratin 0 ? 

A. No ·rn just enjoyed it. Took each day as it carne along. We had games, we would 

get together and sometimes in the winter in the afternoon. We all had home­

made sleighs for sliding down the hills and we would gather, about 10 or 12 of 

us, and sleigh r~de for the afternoon ru1d then we would go in and make dough­

nuts and coffee. 'rhat was our amusements in the afternoons. In the swnmer­

timo we played 01. tside games all the time. We would play with the children, 

"Ring around the Rosy" etc. 

Q. 1.'ere there dances and things? 

A. Yes, ue had dances once a month, the difficulty Has to get music for it. 

Q. TJould it be just local people? 

A. Just local people. 

Q. Would the dances be held in the homes? 

A. Yes. 

Q. ~That kincl of music - •rould you get accordion, violin? 

A. Yes , accordion, Violin, ~uitar. There was no piano. 

Q. Did you use the organ? 

A. Yes, that was used at many a dance. 

~. Did you bring it from Saskatchewan? 

A. \To , we bought it here - it was the first organ that was sent up to Dryden ... 



There Has a teacher here, Mrs.Ryto who came up from the east to teach and in 

the summer time instead of her ~oing back home, she had her brothers and 

sisters come out. Also some friends came too. When they. ·went to church here, 

the Presbyterian Church, and they thought it nas awful because there was no 

music. You had to have a person Hho 1rould.llead the singing. When they w:int 

back home they got their auxiliary busy and bought this organ and sent it up 

here. When they got better off and decided to get a better organ, we bought 

it from them. It cost $35. I 've been offering *500 now but no one would take 

it. 

Q. $500 is not enough. Can you recall when women got the vote? 

A. Yes, that was a very interestinc; time. We were very excit·ed and tried to get 

every woman to vote. We had a number of Ukrainian families here and it was 

hard to get them interested in voting, they joined the Inr;;titute and were 

_::;reat workers but when it came to voting, they had a different idea. 

Q. ~Ihat was your iclea about voting? 

A. I thought the women should have the same opportunities as men. Get the right 

to vote and excersice your wishes. 

Q. Do you remember any of the d_emonstrations or speeches on the part of the 

suffra.a-ettes? 

A. I don't thinI<; _.we had few of them. 

Q. How alJout in Saskatchewan? 

A. Yes, I think there :Tere more than down here. They -rnre more excited about the 

vote up there. 

Q. Do you remember the attitude of some of the men a.rouncl here? When women were 

first allowed_ to vote. 

A. Oh, yes, the :1en thouc;ht He should stay home and mind the babies - that ' s what 

they told us. 

Q. But you didn ' t listen to them. 

A. No. There was one man who before he got married had_ given h7s lady love a ring 

with ten little diamonds in it and a pearl in the center. Well, she was look­

ing at it and admiring it and he says, "That is ten boys and one girl" and she 

said, "You 'd better Get an incubator. 11 

Q. What did it feel liI:e when JOU ca.st your first ballot - did it feel like you 

had gotten somewhere? 

Yes, I had the feeling that Tm were rising a little bit anyway. 



Q. ··Jere you :involved in any suffragette activities or the Women ' s Christian Temp­

erance Party? 

A. Yes, v-re 1-?-Sed to help 1-1ith that too. That was more on the Prairies. 

Q. Tiow do you feel about the women ' s movement· today? Do you feel that we are 

still 1--rorking for the same thing? 

Yes, it seBms that it is the same as me, maybe I ' m old fashioned - it seems 

that we are going up another step. 

Q. Thincs toe 1: a lon[., time. 

A. Yes, that is right. 

4-. Has your family affected by either of the wars'? 

A . rnl.l it goes back to my i:::;reat grandfather , he fought in the Boer War and my 

grandfather was in the African War and then my father was in the, I can ' t 

remember nhat year that was because he didn ' t go overseas, he was just training 

on tho P:iairie and then ny h!o sons were in the last war. 

Q. Hhat was it lil:e after seeing the First Vorld War and they say that this is 

the war to end all wars - to have to send your boys off to a Second World War? 

A. We didn ' t agree with it at all. We thought there should be some other way of 

setting thi1v-s. Rather than taking a King or a country all the time. 

Q. r?hat kind of work did the women do here after the rfar? 

A. Beside homesteadin~? ....... . 

Q,. ]hat about the wo~1en that stayed home? 

A. They 1rnre working for them and !r.ni tting thin__,s to send overseas and caxming 

vegetables and fruits and meats to send over. 

Q. Did that accomplishment make the women feel that they if.re doing something 

for the covntry? 

A. Yes, I think that they felt they were really helping with the Har. 

Q. The more I hear about women Imitting clothes etc., the more I think that the 

governmeiTt didn ' t issue them. Ue also heard that there seemed to be more of 

a committment on the civilian women ' s part, to the First World 1lar. They 

seemed to work harder for it than the Second. 

A. I 've heard that too, but I couldn ' t say that it was so. Either in the nrairi.e 

or dmm here. Women worked equally as hard in one ·war as the other. 

I suppose if your children are involved, it becomes much more personal. Hhat 

do you think was one of the hardest parts of being a farm woman? 

It is much easier nowadays. The fa:cmwomen have as many household conveniences 

as do city people. 

Q. -rould there be a chore that you particularly hated to do? 



A. Oh , yes , dish-rashing for one thing. 

Q. Hating dishHashin6 sure hasn ' t 0 one out of style. 

A. No it hasn ' t, even if I do have a dishwasher. 

Q. Unlike a lot of women your age , you are not telling us that we should be home 

having babies and looking after them and you are quite interested about the 

affairs of women. Why do you think you picked that up? 

From my mother I think. She was very much that waJ. She was very much in 

favor of better conditions for ,;,rnmen. 

Q, Was there any pa-.:-ticular reason? 

A. All the uonen around her, especially on the Prairie, they just did as much work 

as the nen really. 

Q, You are prob2bly familiar with the Irene Murdock case out in the Prairies? 

'-That Hore your vie--s on that? 

A. I don ' t k.Y101-1 what to think of that. So far we haven ' t got too much information 

on it, 

Q. Y0 u told us that most fa...rm women worked hara_ if not harder than the men , so 

if something happens to their family, do you think it should be divided eq_ually 

between them? 

A . I think that Nould be a proper thin - if they worked equally hard. 

Q. The Homen have to work outside 0:1 the farm as Hell as inside, and often they 

a.re a man ' s work persay, did the men in your family ever share any of the 

chores inside the house? 

A. Oh, yes, some of them did, but f'ome of them 11ould.n ' t take to the housework at 

all. My crandfather and my father Pere quite willing to take a tun1 at Nash­

in~ tho dishes or peeling potatoes. 

Q. Even noP if you .... an cret your brother or your boyfriend or your husband to wash 

your dishes it is a real accomplishment. Did your husband help you out with 

your children? 

Yes, he was alnays willin2: to do Hhatever he could. I was raised in such a 

large family that I ~ot used to doing everything in connection ·with children. 

If I asked_ him to clo things he was willing to do it. Sometimes he -:rould say , 

"I '11 do it if you shm, me how" . 

Q. How did you feel about other women who would do twice as much work as their 

husbands - workin6 outside and then working inside} __ ,· 

A. n e had one case like that that used to rile me because he was a school teacher 

and he wn1.1.ld go out and set out so many yards of land for his wife to clear 



vhile he was teaching . 

Q. Chopping up wood? 

A. Yes, cutting the :wod and clearin0 the stumps and everything. That used to 

Q. 
A. 

A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

a11noy me. 

Did you ever speak :-Ii th her about it? 

No, I never , it 1-1asn ' t my business . I clidn ' t want to make trouble between them. 

If she was willing to do it for him, I guess it was best just to leave it as 

it was . 

.That was it like in a rural community if there was a familJ and sonebody was 

being mistreated but there were no e:overnment agencies? 

I don't know just how far the neighbors could have gone, but in this case, 

they didn't do anything. If they - sometimes, some of the ladies Hould co over 

a.Dd help her, clear the brush etc . 

.That about in a case where sO), eone drank too much and Nould 3et violent? 

In that case, some of the men would interfere. 

So if somebody was beating their wife, a neighbor Nould come a.Dd oeat them? 

I don ' t know whether they would l)eat him or not but they would do somethinc;. 

So you had your mm policing force. How far north Fas the community youllived 

in? 

h. Fifteen miles north. 

Q, So did you get into town much? 

A. ITo, it 1·as a year and a half before I ever sa1;-: it. We were too busy :;ottins 

our home up and tho ba_rn for the stock and chickens. 

Q. .Tould it be a treat if you had to come into town? 

A. No because you had to ride in a wagon and there was no road. I dread to think 
.C' •.J.. 

0.L l v now. 

Q. So it wasn ' t something you looked forward to doing? 

A. No. 

Q. When your chlldren were grown up did you begin feeling lonely? You 'd worked 

so hard to establish this home. 

No because I had some knitting or sewing or somethin.:; to do. There was no 

time for lonliness. Evelyn , the eldest one , she was only 13 and I had to send 

her to Winnipe.3 to go to college because she wanted to be a teache:c. Two 

years later, FraYJ.ces wanted to be a bookeeper so I had to send her to Winnipeg 

too. I had to pick be::,'.,~ies to pay for their board. Then I got working for 

some lady who wanted me to be there with her children when she was going out. 



I worked for the board &'1.d that helped out a lot. 

Q. So in the early days you 11ould. pick berrie,... a.rid ··hat?, sell ja.1~1. 

A. No, just sell the bo~cries. I used to }ick abovt a $100 worth and that rras a 

lot of money in those days. It was a lot of berries too. 

Q. H011 long would it take you to' pick a $100 worth? 

A. All the berry season, as soon as the berries got frozen He couldn ' t sell them ' 

mymore. Fe would start about the 20th of July but there wouldn ' t be very 

many for pickine; and later on into Au6ru.st He could pick maybe three baskets 

a day, my husband and I. The children would pick maybe two baskets each. 

Q.. So you believe as long as you can keep active and do something useful there 

is no reason to be lonely. 

A. That is the way I feel. I've aJ.ways been that way. 

Q. Aside from your mother, can you think. ·of any other 1romc1.1'1 1·rho affected your 

life or tho Hay :,rou thouzht? 

. i . No, unless for my grandmother or mother ' s mother. She was a very proud Scot 

and I used to have to go stay with her during the winter because my uncle was 

up at the barn most of the day and she 1-ras getting on in years and they were 

all afraid she might take ill or something so I had to go and spend my winter 

months there. I remember one clay, their cattle weren ' t used to children, just 

:rown ups so one day she as:::ea_ me to take the potatoe peelings out to where the 

cows were milking. .Ana_ I didn't like to go. I wa.s afraid of those great big 

long hornecl cattle. She asked what was the matter with me a.rid I said I was 

afraid of their lon.; horns and she said, "Ah, la.ssie you do not trust your 

Lord or you Hould not be af 0~aid to 6 0 out there. " I thought , the Lord was a 

lone way from me, Hhen those cattle got after me. 

Q. So ·a lot of determination Has in your family. 

A. Yes, on both sides - my mother and father both were determined and I guess that 

is T;rhat pulled them throush. 

Q. ;rere they very strict on you as a child? 

A. Just about the sru.1e as all the children were. The parents were a great deal 

more stricter than they are today. 

Q, Were you as strict uith your mm children as your mothGr was? 

A. No, I a_on 't think = 1-ras. 

Q. Hhat were the sort of thin_;s that you didn ' t want to do to them? 

A. I always tried to strai..;hten things out without trying to spank them. I didn ' t 



like that idea. I think that was just taidnt: the spanking out on them for 

nothinc:; really. If you start when they are young and make them understand 

11hat they should do and what they shou.ldn ' t'"·do, then you don ' t need to do 

the spankinz that some :people do. Uhat they call child···beating now. 

Q. How important was the Church in your life? 

A. Very much so until we did come doim here. Dryden was the nearest church and 

if you didn ' t mm a tcalfl of horses and a wagon you co1..lldn ' t '-·o in time to t;;et 

there. So we us Pd to have 81..ma_ay school and every Sunday it would be in a 

:iiff erent ho:-ne. U e i-rould have a:.,-1 elderly man take the boys and nen and &"1 

older lady for the older ones and I generally had the little one5. 

Q. 1Tas the Sunday school important because it brouglt people together? 

A. Oh, yes, in that way. r'le used to get the missionairies that came in a.11.d they 

were statj_onea_ at Sioux Lookout and he vrob.ld come up once a HeeI: and l"old 

service in the evenings here,, at the different houses. 

Q. Did you ever ~et your mm church? 

A. r-.rot up there, no. He came out to Dryden and I think He had 7 churches here. 

Do you live here? 

A. No. 

A. I Tras 1-~ondering if you lived here you would I:noN "better the number of churches. 

Q. If you Trere our age is there aJ1ything you nould like to do? 

A. I 1 ron ' t say I'd like to do it over a.;ain lJecause I could make a lot of correct-

ions. 

Q. ',Jhat nould JOU like to correct? 

A.. A number of thinbs I had to put up Pith a.11.d I didn ' t like. 

Q. 1Jould it be too personal to ask 1·~hat. they are? 

A. Different people coming in to settle here. Sone of them would come in and 

they would be quite socialble and help out Hith everything. Thm there would 

be others that 1rould come in that would just seem to fight and ·o acainst 

··•ha;t you were tryin6 to do all the time. That was one thing that bothffced me 

a lot. 

Q. Here there many non-English spealdng immigrants? 

A. Yes, there was quite a lot of them. 

Q. Was there much interaction bebreen those people? And yourselves? 

A. They tried to mix with them and get them to see their way and try to impress 

upon them that they were in this country now and that they weren ' t in their ola_ 

country, and these were new rules that they had to abide by. 
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. .,~\. For instance, when the women __:ot the vote - espel::ially the Russians, they could 

not see that the women should get a.r1y vote at all. She should just do what 

he.r husband Hanted her to do. 

Q. . ould this be the views of the Russian men or the Russian women or both? 

A. The Russian men mostly, but the ~-~omen too. That is all they ever k..new. As 

things Hent on and they rr-ot older, then they couJ.d see our views. 

Q. How involved was the ·romen ' s Institute in wonen ' s rights? 

A. They ::-eally took a leading part here. 

Q. What kinds of things, other than the vote? 

A. Tho lady that or._;anized it - Mrs. Hoodless - she went around and practically 

cspent the rest of her life going around and lecturing and getti:h0 women to 

join,. the Institute. Sometimes I ' d hear stories of women walking twenty miles 

through the snow dmm East to get to wherever she was lecturing. 

Q. Do you recall the views of some of the men in your community towards the Insi tutE 

A. They nere just as ea[;er to see it a success - they did ail sorts of things to 

help. 

~- ~fas that because you did so much social work as well? 

A. It might be, yes. 

Q. 'Jhat do you think of the chru.1ge in women ' s roles? 

A. It is much ea,sier for them al though there is a certain, d e,_;ree of "tryinc to 

keep up with the Joneses " . ;Je dicii1 ' t do that, we 11ere satisfied wit h oui; :_ l og 

cabin and woodstove. 

Q. Insofar as she has changed in society - how laws have chcmged - instead of 

saying we are asking f o:r things we are fightin9 for then no~-1 and sometimes we 

set listened to. Are you glad to see this happen? 

A. I guess we will all be able to ha-rn somebody to carry on the work. 

~. I hope so. 

A. . ........ there are women here who might be able to 6i ve you more information 

than I can. 

Q. You 've been very interestins. 

A. There are 62 residents here. 

Q. Do you enjoy livin~ here? 

A. Yes, but when you 've been used to living in your 01m home it ' s different. I 

try to keep busy. . I usually spend the summer out at the farm but this sprin6 
I had a call stone attack aYJ.d they wouldn ' t let me rro out there aion-e. 

Q. You macle dresses and things from tobacco pouches? 

A. No, f:~om flour bae;s. Tho~r v1eren ' t itchy, they we1."'c smooth after you Hashed them. 


