“Community Activities

0 & ANEW

Volume 1, Issue 2

Welcome to the second edition of
the O &A NEWS. This is our spring
edition dedicated to you, our Mem-
bers. O & A News is pleased to
have the opportunity to inform you
about what's happening in our com-
munity and what's coming up.

Your support of the events through
your participation over the past year
has definitely made a difference to
our community. Members are now
stepping forward to help in any way
with the O & A cause as volunteers,
event coordinators or just sitting
back and enjoying the view.

Over the last year our membership
has grown, our e-mail bulletins have
reached more & more people, both
in and outside of our city and we
continue to gain strength. We
have hosted people from
Toronto, Winnipeg, Ottawa,
and the US. And we hope
again in September to visit our
friends south of the border.

O & A has been networking to
connect the community and
create activities that bring
gays and lesbians together.
Individual viewpoints are
accepted and discussed within §
the Steering Committee in an

Reccent Event Review

Your Financial Orientation

Under

attempt to balance everyone’s needs.
This may seem a difficult task but in
reality works very well.

Our committee is always exploring
new event ideas, developing plans
and creating new opportunities and
vistas.

In the end, O & A is hopeful of
operating well organized events for
everyone’s enjoyment. But none of
this can be done alone.

Your membership in the O & A
organization is important for many
reasons.

In May & June, O & A is offering our
past and future members

another year of excitement and
activities.

Enjoying an aftemoon of baseball -April ‘98

What’s Inside :

Event Updates
Resource Directory

The

Rainbow?”

Spring/Summer 1998

We ask that you renew your mem-
bership soon.

Why be a member? What does a
membership give? And how does
the fifteen dollar fee help our com-
munity?

Membership is not just a financial
contribution, but a statement of val-
ues, growth and the desire to move
forward. It's about coming together
to participate in safe & fun events,
while building self esteem and giv-
ing the opportunity to express your-
self the way you want. It is not a
haven for the exclusive, but in fact
offers friendship to everyone. Being
a member gives the organization
some operation money to maintain
the phone-line, office expenses and
finance events.

Your contribution is appreci-
ated as it provides a base to
operate from, it assists future
developments and harbours
growth.

Membership is a partnership
in community building.

The Steering Committee and
your fellow members thank
you for your ongoing support
and interest in the activities of
Out & About!!!

Membership profile
Rainbow Film & Music

Phone line: 807-623-3141

Email: outabouttb@hotmail.com



During the past four Months O & A
has been busy providing you with
many interesting cveats. 765 people
have participated in 14 events in-
cluding two socials, a brunch and
two outdoor activity.
In February O & A held a Valentines
Social which attracted over 150 peo-
ple. The event ran smoothly thanks
to several volunteers. Mark, April
and Larry spent several hours deco-
rating the hall for the social.
Dewar’s Pub has seen lots of activi-
ties in the past months with the
addition of one extra night per
month. Kate organised a Talent
Night on February 19th., which
drew a great crowd that were enter-
lained by many musicians. Dewars
has certainly become a place for the
community to come together an
talk.

tained twenty people at a night hike

Member Profile- Glenn

Glenn, a gay male moved to Thun-
der Bay with his partner in 1986.
Finding gay friends was not a prob-
lem for the new couple but there was
a lack of social venues. He had
heard stories of other gay men &
women, who were single and had
difficulty meeting people.

Glenn believes the community cli-
mate was weak and gay organiza-
tions portrayed a sense of unrest.
One positive venue that contributed
to alternate lifestyle was Club V.IP.
Last summer in July, Glen attended
his first O & A event.

Later in February, O & A enter- &

through the woods around the Nor-
Wester Mountains. There was a
warm camp fire and hot chocolate
for everyone followed by a house
party provided by Jack.

In March, O & A purchased two
tables for the Healthy Sex Cabaret
put on by the Aids Committee of
Thunder Bay. The tenth anniversary
of the event was enjoyed by all
members in attendance. Everyone is
looking forward to next year’s
Cabaret.

The doors of Dewar's were wide
open and approximately fifty people
were in attendance. He had heard
about the organization and had gone
to meet some friends. The conversa-
tion was good and the atmosphere
congenial. He decided soon after to
get a membership to support the
organization. He also understood
that not every event was for him but
he was ready to take advantage of
the opportunities to participate in
community events.

Hallowe'en & Canada Day in Duluth
(Oct.  25/97) were among his

O & A also was informed by the
North of Superior Film Associations
about a gay film, "The Hanging Gar-
den" Many members were notified
of the event and enjoyed the east
coast film.

In March, O & A provided a brunch
for members to hear about the
progress of the organization. Over
half the membership attended. Spe-
cial thanks to Mono for the catering.
Finally in April, O & A puton a
beach party. Vaiki and Mike won

best costume awards with Larry get-

ting special mention for decoration
and his costume. Luc won the door
prize which was a year long mem-
bership for O & A. Overall it has
been a busy few months!!! The
Steering Committee is now lining up
new events for the spring and sum-
mer. The committee looks forward

% to seeing you out at the next event.

Events are a good mix of women & men

favourite events. He felt both events
were well organized. He had the
opportunity to meet and enjoy the
company of many new people. The
organization in Duluth/Superior had
hosted a wonderful weekend and he
will certainly return.

In the future Glenn hopes that our
community will continue to open
doors, create more interaction and
improve the social perspective. He
concluded Out & About has a very
promising future with lots more in
store.
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Events

During the past fo

=2 S0 &5 & F j e .
> L ' [
55 Jgpi: fgit 5584338 &5 g 43
SE GS2EQ EZdg o 2 sd8 v @ 8
> > e =1 238528 =S ug ] =
g ¢ 35< s 25 s Yoo0gEL E<2- z 3 ~
< 8 = E & g 2= 3>, 58 §3c 28 3
38 5Fq5%p = 8 o S8, 25 2 S o
-_— o = o= a, .2 3 &
a9 S wn v N wew @ 2= o 5 MMCGB 25 a
= ] . : S20u ¥.S = 8
§ = vw,wem .m..pwm 5 2 dm.hrm.s mwm.m.mf nSm
. O K = = > = X .9
spic2285a%335s 5 E587°93 E0886y S&E
v B9 EL G o 08 = . e en B T aga 2 32 >RE2 w2

SIU2A2 24npnf 40/ WO [IBUNOYD)AIINOQRING J10ULa uDD 10 40 [H£-579 (L08) 2u1) auoyd 2y yo3y> 01 JaquIdWIIL

{00} LIUNUIWIOES INO JO SIqUISW aJe A3Y ], "pureq [e20] 3218 sy Aq sajep Surwoadn 1o auty suoyd oy }ooyD
S3ANIT 3HL 2aISLNO

"motry sn 9] 3sed[d pajsaIayut ore nok J ‘SussjusLIo pue Surquu|s
wenumou ‘diy soues g SurziweSio je Sumjoo] st v % O ‘syjuow Jsurums dyy) Suunp 3ov|d oY) Aewl SORIANSE IS0 JWOS
SIILIAILOV 3AILVINIL

"8661 ‘8T aunf

[HUn 7T Sunf Jo Y3om SYJ ‘BOLSUIY YHON UT SUONRIGa[ad opud 15a8re] oy Jo aup “Buof Yoam [[e sonianse Jo 5107 “spered
a3 Joj g7 aunf Aepung uo djdoad UOI[IIUI | JIAO UIOf 1 YMIOM [[9M ST J1 OLIEJUQ) WISYINOS O} UMOP oI} ) LW 0) Juem 1ok J|
OLNOYOL 86, 3ARId

"aury-ouoyd }39yo s{rejsp Joyumy J10J

‘0T % 9 3ny ‘91 % TAIn[ ‘81 B paung (1T @ L KBy :apnjom e "widg 18 uado s1oo
“[PUOUI Yoed Jo Aepsmy] pi¢ pue IS AI5A3 AJIANOR 9)LINOAE] € 3q 0) SNUTIUO [[IM STeM3(]
1HOIN 8nd S¥vMmaa

-autj-auoyd uo papiaoid aq [m

S[1€39p Joym] “Japloq §()/Epeue) JO YHOU SUN{SZ Py U0AS(T U0 pajeso] eare jainb e ur jus) mok yond o) aseds Jo sjo WS
ayy puads Jo Aep oy puadg Burdgg % ‘amyuoq ‘eunes yumy JaJusaros ‘Surooues ‘Sunyiq ‘Sunyry ‘op 0} §)0] ST AIBYL ‘pusyoom
a1 10} dures pue yno awo) *y % O 03 dured Ko pajeuop dAwY s1qUIAW Jo 3[dN0d V' ‘8661 ‘9Z-5T AInf Aepung % Aepmyes
1NO dWVD

'S[1e19p 9ty J0j durf-uoyd Y9oyd ‘g7 umf ‘ung ey urey Yred ojut Wy Yo axew ‘ury

08 ‘uB1g s[[e JPPIA 12 (33pIeod WeD/Sy) 210§3q Isnf) IYBLI WM Yed AQ SIINUTWE O “YINOS [9 “MAH :S[[E] S[PPIN 0} SUOHISN(T
"Anua yred 1oj 1500 [eUTWION 1Y a1 JoYe Bunjood Joj popiacid aq [[ DEY "SpudLy

PUe pooj ‘eraures mok Suug -sja[dwod oy din punor moy | A[jewrrxoxdde soxe) pue uoljeas|a W sjelspows si fiex oY) “dreys
0€:T 38 SWBaq MY YL "DFE Pue ATH [ENUUE U 18 PA0Id A UIof Jw0)) “Yred [B9UIACL] SIEA S[PPIA 1 Suns Aepung
IMIH TVANNY STv4 31aalN

‘Unj SWIoS ALY pue JNO
swoo ‘3jdoad mau 325ur 0 JyBru yea18 © 9q 0) But03 53] jjwoty syaut aseayd SN A Wox SpUSLY AU® 9ABY NOK J "PIYIAUT UISq
2ABY qINN(] % s{jodesUUTA Ul ARununuos A8 pure uegss] UL WININ( JO WUTR[J 1D ‘ST [[PLe( 39 [[W 3SIND [e1sads
“yred soding %9 s1wIS € puane 0) PaRAW oq [[WM SPUSLL] UROLISWY ) “UOREI0T 190nS UIPSO ‘Wdg ‘8661 € dung ‘Aepmyes

TVIDO0S SIAIILS B SUVLS

"[e190g SuTUSAS Ue J8 MOUOH] JO 35903 9q YIM SIMIT [[oLre(] ‘SuTdapy

[EI9USD) Jenuuy o Joyy "3J) sidupred STy pue 9)1] STY UO pey sey STy} J99[J9 oY) Jnoqe s [[9) [IW [jolred -uonejusLIO
STy 0} anp UOYS IO Sem AJUNUNOD ISYIOUE OJUT Iaores siy Supuedxs Ut §)S319)ul STE]  ase[dyIom SY) UT UONBUTUILIOSI(]
uo Yeads 0} Aeg 1opuny] o) SuTwod aq [ pue SurZeSew 3}RICAPY Y} W pamjes] Usdq AQJU9LISI SeY UUTA ‘ynngg
10y Jouwre[d A1) ‘ST [[aureq “1oYeads 15on3 € Aq pamof]o] aq pure sopuo) Sinusa)s atp Aq uoEjuasaxd [euLIo) € apnjow
03 PI3Y 3q [[4 U245 SY]  (12qUMU W01 3} UO PajorIUed 3q [[IM 10A) a8a[[00) UoneIspajuo) wdg ‘8661 €1 dung Aepmyes
ONIL33IW TVHINID TVNNNY

JU2AS ST} 10J 3500 ON jjike[d pure Jno auoo SANJ 210U 395 §,39] ‘U0 SWOY) "UNS 2 UMY JO UOCOWIAY. 18IS
"WMLIOYpNY AMUNUILios 3y} Jesu plaL] Joer ASXSIM S 18 pojeso] st pue wid 7 je syrels suren 8661 W9 dung ‘Aepmyes
FNVYO TTva3asve

wd og:¢ 18 sueys OEd U ay

Jo uotsndu0d 3y3 18 OFY © Aofua pure pooy Sutiq 0) pafemosus are sywredronted [Ty ‘sazud oy 2[qISi aq 0) Aressasou jou sty
% O Wt drysiaquisjy “uru ) Jo pud a1 je sozud yses se dn pazayjo aq 0} Aouour Y} JIeY YIm 3]d1YaA/0 § JO 0] Anug ‘SpIed
9A1 Jo puey © Joj aul] ystuy oy pue sdojs pajeuBisap ¢ 38 dn paxord aq {[1m Spres [euonIppy “ur'd Og:€ Je U S Jo MEls oY) 12
SPIE3 SAY JO 1SIY 9} A15001 [ sjuredIonre jred Is210[[TH I8 ‘wrd (i€ 12 uonensi3al AQIa( 1940d 8661 “WHT ALy Aepung
Dag 2A8Y3A ¥INOd

8661 Juwng/3uridg Jepudfe)) syudAg
ug d ,
219y 1ouSew soe] 1m0 Q Y

O ije

mate was weak an
tions portrayed a

One positive venue
to alternate lifestyle

two outdoor activit
Last summer in Jul
his first O & A ever

In February O & A

Later in February,
tained twenty peopl
Member Profile

Glenn, a gay male
der Bay with his

Finding gay friend
lem for the new cou
a lack of social v
heard stories of of
women, who were
difficulty meeting p
Glenn believes the

to several voluntex
community to cor

many interesting ¢

cluding two socia
Social which attrac
ple. The event rar
and Larry spent se
rating the hall for t
Dewar’s Pub has s
ties in the past )
addition of one

month. Kate org
Night on Februa
drew a great crowc
tained by many mu
has certainly becon

has been busy pr
have participated

aynet.net



During the past fow
has been busy pro
many interesting cv
have participated 1
cluding two socials
two outdoor activity
InFebruary O& A 't
Social which attract:
ple. The event ran
to several volunteel

and Larry spent sev
rating the hall for th

"uo 8mo3 syeym
Iayalsmau sy

sutjsuoyde o

IRy InQ

901A19s ofessowr o

38 uijouoyd af) Jjes

Since the last O & A NEWS we
have had a couple of more socials, a
few events and even a baseball
game, and it has all been fun!! It
means a lot when people volunteer,
as it helps things run a little
smoother every time. I would like to
give a big thanks to everyone who
has volunteered when I have asked
on behalf of O & A. In appreciation
of volunteers O & A has agreed to
have a gathering sometime in the

Volunteering is a big part of operat-
ing a social or any event. During a
social we have positions for bar-
tending from 9-lam ( fourty-five
minute shifts)

Door ticket sales and drink ticket
sales are from 9-lam (one hour
shifts). When making the schedule I
always seem to have a hard time
filling shifts for the last two hours.
So it would be really cool and help-
ful to the organization if more peo-

Volunteering by Jenn Swavne

We can always use tons of volun-
teers. We can never have too many.
"The more the merrier,

right?” If you want to volunteer for
anything you can always call the O
& A phone line and leave a message
with  your phone  number.
(Remember that Volunteers are re-
warded for their help)

Either way, I love seeing so many
people just showing up and having a
good time. Hope you've all had fun
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We are looking for written word and artistic contributions of a non-political nature.
Material must first be approved by our steering committee.
Send your contibutions to P.O. Box 1291, Thunder Bay, ON P7C 5W2

Your tinancial Orientation by Cam Rosa

Your financial plans evolve around
goals, with strategies and tools
available to help you reach them.
Too often, we identify wealth accu-
mulation as our preferred goal, with-
out building on a foundation of life,
disability and health insurance to
protect our plans, and ourselves.
The typically self-employed, en-
trepreneurial gay/lesbian often has
no group benefit plans to provide
insurance protection. Those in
group programs are at risk of losing
benefits (along with jobs), due to
discrimination. Furthermore, many
group benefit plans don't adequately
cover needs, especially if dietary
supplements, experimental or trial
drugs, travel for medical treatment,
etc. are required.

For people living with AIDS,
welfare is often the recommended

strategy. As a group, gays and les-
bians are statistically at high risk of
developing critical illnesses. Criti-
cal lliness Insurance is designed to
ease the financial burden. Gays and
lesbians often have sufficient discre-
tionary income to make this new
type of insurance affordable.

For singles, it's insurance for you.
For couples, it can protect against
financial devastation during a pro-
longed illness.

Critical Illness Insurance provides a
tax-free lump sum cash payment, on
confirmed diagnosis of specific criti-
cal medical conditions. Consider
the flexibility- use the lump sum for
alternate treatments, lifestyle con-
siderations, travel, or other wants
and needs at your discretion. Unlike
traditional Life Insurance, you can
use and oversee the benefit yourself.

Will Critical Iliness Insuance ensure
that you're protected in the event of
AIDS? Only when (and if) you are
diagnosed with the specific condi-
tions identified in the contract.
Shop around, read the fine print, and
beware of HIV exclusions before
signing a contract!

Critical Illness Insurance, while a
valuable tool, is no substitute for
the solid protection your other insur-
ance programs can provide.

Next issue, we'll examine how pri-
vate Health Insurance fits your fi-
nancial orientation!

Cam Rosa provides financial ser-
vices in Thunder Bay.Send your
comments and suggestions to

email: Rosacorp@baynet.net

or call 346-8880



The Opposite of Sex

Release Date: May 22

Cast: Christina Ricci, Martin
Donovan, Ivan Sergei, Lyle Lovett,
Lisa Kudrow (Phoebe from the
television sitcom “Friends”)
Sixteen year old runaway Deedee
(Christina Ricci) steals her half-
brother’s boyfriend, Matt (Ivan
Sergei).

PLOT Sixteen-year-old Dedee
(Christina Ricci) has a sharp
tongue and a sharper wit, and she
knows how to make life miserable

for everyone around her. Happily
leaving home to pay a surprise visit
to her gay uncle, Bill (Martin
Donovan), and his live-in lover,
Matt (Ivan Sergei), she persuades
Matt to have sex, and names him as
the father when she gets pregnant.
She also steals 10,000 from

Matt, whose teaching career is
jeopardized when a former student
(Johnny Galecki) accuses him of
molestation. Meanwhile, Bill's
friend Lucia (Lisa Kudrow) disap-
proves of everything Dedee does ...

and hey, who can blame her?
BUZZ This dark comedy caused a
stir at Sundance and won praise for
Ricci, who has cornered the market
on troublesome teens. It's the direc-
torial debut of Don Roos, whose
screenplay for Single White Fe-
male also highlighted a young
woman with a dangerous mind.
Guaranteed to score points for au-
dacity, the film isn't going to please
everyone, as indicated by its dicey
subject matter and a number of
early mixed reviews.

Rainbow Music by Brian

Ani Difranco
Little Plastic Castle

I'love the cover photo art, depicting this artist as a gold-
fish in an underwater aquarium. She has a good sense
of humour.

This bisexual punk-folk singer-songwriter, who has suc-
cessfully released albums on her own record label, has
made a memorable recording on this, her ninth studio
album.

She has added homs in several songs, giving her 2 more
experimental sound. Ani still shines on the songs with
Jjust her and her guitar though. There's the beautiful
ballad As Is, the lively Loom, the devastating Indepen-
dence Day and the equally powerful Pulse with it’s
haunting jazz trumpet in the background.

Ever since 1996's Dilate, DiFranco has been pushed
into the mainstream. She is well known from the folk
music & womyn’s music festivals.

(just a note: Ani recorded a bubblish remake of 60°s
pop singer Dusty Springfield’s “Wishin> & Hopin” . It
is found on the soundtrack to last year’s film “My Best
Friend’s Wedding.)

Two
Voyeurs

Rob Halford , former lead singer of the 70’s & 80’s British
metal band Judas Priest has come out of the closet. (I used
to wonder if he might be gay, with his leather queen look
and the references to s & m in some Judas Priest’s
lyrics.)

He also has a new band called Two. There is a brand new
sound and look. (shaved head and goatee, he still likes to
wear his black leather too.)

The music here could still be called "heavy metal," but is
very strong with dance beats of the alternative sort.
Voyeurs falls somewhere between Nine Inch Nails and
White Zombie. This disc is loaded with a factory-full of
machine-driven sounds , revved into various techno-style
rhythms, topped with heavily distorted guitar and slathered
in synthesizers. The hand of executive producer Trent
Reznor (Nine Inch Nails) is evident.

The video for “I am a Pig” has been banned by MuchMusic
for it’s depictions of homo & straight erotica. I viewed this
video on the web and to be honest I didn’t find it any worse
than Madonna’s video for Erotica a few years back.

Sarah McLachlan’s Lilith Fair is
back on the road this summer. The
festival kicks off in June with dates
in the U.S. and Canada. Artists
this year again include: Sarah,

ith Brooks,

Paula Cole, Shawn Colvin, Mered-
Sheryl Crow, Lisa
Loeb, Indigo Girls, and newcomers
Martina McBride,
Natalie Merchant, Diana Krall,

Sinead O’conner, Lhasa, Erykah
Badu, Chantal Kreviazuk, Luscious
Jackson, Holly McNarland, Billie
Myers, Mono, Morcheeba and
many more.

Bonnie Raitt,




