
MRS. PELLETIER-Atikokan 

Mrs. Pelletier will be 79 in December 1975. She has lived 

in Winnipeg, Emo and Atikokan. She has eight children and has 

also raised two grandchildren. She is a deeply religious 

person, now she has four dogs and says she is very good at 

playing cribbage she has played since 1949. 

She would have liked to have more for her children when 

they were growing up, she said she was like the Old Woman In Th 
I 

Shoe, her children were always clean and ~e never in rags. 

She always washed and ironed and patched all their clothes. In 

those days if you had to manage on seventy dollars a month you 

did. They paid $800 for their house and paid $20 a month with­

out interest and of course she had her garden. Today she owes 

nothing to anybody. Inflation doesn't affect her to much, she 

says she is careful with her money and is used to hard times. 

She said as long as her children were fed and were comfortable 

it 4idn't bother her. She thinks you have to live from day to 

day and make the best of it, you've got to be willing and accep 

it. Her husband was different from her she was very outgoing 

he didn't like it but when she wanted to go out she did her 

work at home and slipped out. He never stopped her from going 

out. 

If she had to do it over again she said she would never 

live like this, she would have travelled or taught. Shes had 

had it rough and cried a lot but stuck it out. She never had t . 

the pill so the babies kept coming and coming and she never 

had one of her children in the hospital. 



MRS PELLETIER ATIKOKAN 

Mrs. Pelletier will old in December 

Religion 
Mrs. Pelletier a de eply religious person states "So many things of 

course we think about it, no m~tter how we are r aised ............... . 

.................. some belief of our own even if wed 't 

about it or discuss it wj JJ:i nobody eJ se 01 1r f .lith grows to be ia 

such a wa ou k ow You believe and I believe and some things 

we don't believe and we think doesn't make sense and so·on. And 

it was like that with me, but I'm against certain things. If it's 

supoosed to be that way OK let it be, don't matter to me but, don't 

make sense to me so I let it go over my head." 

Mrs. Pelletier makes reference to a recent stay at Avila Center which 

she enjoyed. 

Dogs t 

Mrs. Pelletier has 4 dogs in the house, ..................... " My 
Baby sleeps beside me." 

Cri 

at it but I can handle 

On her pioneer life 

What I hated most was to wash his jeans and iron them and patch them, 
It had to be done, my dear lady, we WJuld have been in r~gs and it's 
something that no matter how little I had and how many children, 

) ; ke the OJ d vyPWiU1,.__i_n ~ll.oe,_.my child-r.-.en ne~.r: -went with soi Jed cJ otbes. 

: the· -.....--=~=~,~...;..,;,c~-

da but at ni :.::.::..;:;.c....,....::.:.;;;~~::-,,r...;..;....~..__-= __,~.__ In those 
days -=-~=-=!""'!!llli~~ be ironed, nobody went out with clothes that 

wasn't ---~:--- did and you know some women 
Often wondered hov,1 I done it but it h;;id to be done. They wondered 

how I baked. My husb 1nd was working and I had to bake something for 

for his lunch that was better and of course with the children I had 

to. Pies maybe for Sunday. 



Question 

"Were .YAU eyer reaJ ly Pnbaooy wi r,b yo 11 t 1 ; fe?" 

Answer 

" I would have liked more for the sake of my children, I always 
wanted something. I would h ave liked enough money, but when I needed it, 
I ne~ded to buy a pair of shoes I could go and buy it, but I always had to 
wait, sometimes 'till pay day, 15 days maybe sometimes a month before 
I could go buy the pair of shoes and I hated like heck to go 
to the store and say "Well, could you wait 'till next payday so we 
c 3.n pay for th3.t pair of shoes." 

••····•··•••·•··•····•••·•···••••··••····I suppose everybody was hard up 
but they and 2 children. Oh it was 40 below that morning, so cold so 
after my breakfast ............................. "She had been up all night 
just making fires, she had ~nly dry poplar wood to make fires, it's 
a fire that don't last and no heat. She had been up all night just 
keeping the fires, so cold. So I took them all in, her and 
her 2 little children and I kept them a couple of days." 

Question 
"Could 
Answer 

"When you had t~. you d~." 
Question 
nn· d OU h ave to ? n ~~.....:.i..~~----~~l\'g-~~==t:~~~~ 

Answer 

"We aid $20.00 a month on the house We pought it fqr $$QQ QO 

but they made it easy. We f.).aid $20.00 and no interest. ..Q.f -uCPwc.s 

we h~d our arden too ~mprJ1-i o J;_bo.se...da.µ, 6 
Packa es of seeds for 25¢ • 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
You have to do it. When you think exactly what you need. With my 
pension I live good, keep somebody, give them a cup of tea, what you 
like to do. Each day I'm above board, I owe nobody nothing, I want 
something extra ....... and I h ave still something in my pocket 



QUESTION 
"Do y:ou find infl ?fl 

Answer 
" Not me personally, guess because I'm careful, I'm used to hard times. 
It's the best time in my life, the easiest time, because when I have my 

little babies as long as they were fed, dressed and I Know they 

were confortable, nothing mattered to me. _It didn't matter if I had 

one dress to wear. I'd take if off a night, wash it at night, let 

it dry through t ~e night and put it on the next morning, it didn't 

matter to me. I would h ave liked to have more, but as long 

as my baby was comfortable. . ....................... . 
Sometimes I felt there was not enough to go around, but I got something 

that had to be got. My husband was working outside, he h d to have 
clothes that wqs wann. It was far more expensive to dress him up 

th an anyone else. There was a few things that my mother gave me or my 

sister .gave me, I could always cut it to make a little dress for my 

girls ••..........•............. "knitted mitts, knitted sox and scarves 
for my 8 children, I don't know how I done it but I never stopped .. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
"I t hink you have to live from d ay to day and you got to be willing 

to accept what comes and make the best of it." 

"We li veei in a small town, Emo. All my girls h ad to leave home to learn 

something for t heir future" 

"M husband was not 
Ques tion 

mix.!~.,• ~ox t..ake p art-.in SQmething. 

ny gµ are a yer.,,._.r,.:~~~~~~a1:::ld!:'-" 

Answer 

"Yes I am. I'm the o oosite" 
Question 
nn•ct OU 

"How did :t_OU live with it" 
ou?" 

'~0h you 

"Yes" 

"Was he unhap py b~cause yqu were gute;ging?" 
Answer 

"Oh he was but for me to live ---- like . t .tlgt wbe,,q out 

not that I leave 

done then I sli 

to be done, when I see t~at it's 

commi t _tee work. 



Question"Was your husband eyer mean to you because you went apt?" 
Answer 

"Oh he told me a oi ece of his mind." 

Que ~tion 
"He di dn' t s to 0 •..ro u from 
Answer 

"No I was too detennined • 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
"My self ad -the chance • n life believe me I would have done 

nothin like I did do. I wouldn't h ~ve lived this,~.~~;~~~~~~-
been tre.vellin te '::.chin and in mi e. sion work but I didn't have that chanc 

I just h ave public school, in f act I didn't leArn Eng 

just picked uo EnglisJl: 
"I wish I could live another 10 years like I -=l _i _v ___ ,.;:...,,......-;::;i,..... 

fun in that 10 years • 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
"I cut grass" (This was the first year she didn't dig the gRrden twice 
a year herself) 

" t First it was hard." 
rt/ ou marr a man we think we know him but we don't. After we 

pa ere he's not the man 

that contract, he's 

you have some arguments too, I've shed tears and ha 
throu h h ard times. But I stuck tom 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Tbere was ·no_p_ill in that time and the b~bies were 
coming just as fast as I could have them without all the ne -

The only time I was in the hospital sick in my life, not th at I felt 
good either, it was when I h ad a broken kne6w about 9 years ago. 
Question 
nyou never 

Answer 
e bos.p-;Lt al?" 

I won't know what to ex ect to 

ed home " "0 

I think I neeaed those 10 days. 



\ t / \ ~- \J I ~::..., l'l ·• 
\ 

to sur:no~t ?. doctJr in ful.l, 2.mi 1,-;ouJ..J -r.er:d assistance ir. sh·: ,•:[1.._ - of 

,1e ar<J situated on the Ct-: 11adlan iJatiom.1.l :(aih.,ra:,:s, the fj rst 

t9r:nln:1l '>'lest of i-'ort Art\rnr and hd.ve a large number of railway men 

runnini~ into this villag~ llncl 0ul te a nwnb~r of ernnloyeP.s in thr:' loca.l 

yards a;1d s!10ps. uur nearest doctor to t!1e east is located at i· ort .:1.rt . .1u', 

lL/' miles &.way, and to the west at Fort .r'rances, 90 ;n_~les dista:1t. l}.n· 

c•::ly rn -:: ar..; of trans Portation is a tri-weckly train service ,:.1.ch ·.,.r_..y. "e 

t1 ave !10 ~o.:..:.d::; or lligln-la:/s. in case of serio:1s illness we ·1us: Hn.i.t for 

two or t hr~-> iays or1 train service. 

de have created J. small Red Cross Hc,spital f·:eN~ \·.rLer~ t!1 ,., 

0oclr.>t:r rr.aintn.ins c1. nurs~. This would be an advantap;e t,.1 a doctor. 
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