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Newsletter 

Message from the NLIP Coordinator 
Bruce K. Beardy 

Booshoo, Waachiye, Aniin to all of you. Welcome to the latest issue of the NLIP 
newsletter. We are doing our best to offer two issues of the NLIP newsletter 
annually that will be submitted to you, NLIP students, electronically. In each 
issue, you will find information pertaining to Native Languages and Native 
Language Education. Feel free to pass it on to others. 

The past 2011 NLIP Summer School was a success and it was great to see many 
people achieve their goals. 

In the fall of 2011, I have been busy attending conferences and doing some 
research for Native Languages Immersion programming. I participated in an 
Indigenous Languages Institute symposium entitled "Immersion for all 
Environments" in Albuquerque, NM. It was a two day conference discussing the 
Native language immersion programs and its successes across Canada and the 
United States. A lot of networking resulted from this gathering. I also had an 
opportunity to visit an Immersion school in the state of Arizona while I was in the 
area. The Tse'hootsooi Dine' Bi'olta' is a Navajo immersion school located in Fort 
Defiance, Arizona. I felt very welcomed by the administration and staff of the 
school. I observed in classrooms and briefly spoke to teaching staff. It was so 
wonderful to see and hear the children speak in their Native language and many 
of them wearing their traditional Navajo clothing. 

More recently, I visited the Niigaane Ojibwe Immersion School at Leech Lake 
Indian Reservation in Minnesota. This visit was to do some research and get an 
idea how the immersion school operates and its' function, the role of the 
teachers and the community. 

I also attended the "Circle of Light - Learning Together for Student Success" 
conference in Toronto. This is a First Nation, Metis and Inuit Education 
conference put on jointly by Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development and 
Ministry of Education. Approximately 1000 participants attended this 
conference. While at this conference, the Chair of the Aboriginal Education 
Department and I met with Ontario College of Teachers representatives to 
discuss some of the issues NLIP students have told us about. It was a very positive 
and productive meeting and we hope this will alleviate some obstacles that you 
are facing. We will continue to work with OCT and resolve the issues that we 
experience. 
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... continued from page 1 

Lakehead University, Aboriginal 
Education Department also co­
hosted with the Ontario College of 
Teachers a "Conversation Circles to 
Support the Development of 
Additional Qualification Guidelines 
for Teaching First Nations 
Students". There were 
approximately 30 participants of 
Ojibwe and Oji-Cree speakers at 
this gathering. Out of this 
conversations, teaching immersion 
Native languages was a big topic. 
The Cree speakers held their own 
conversations in their territory 
with OCT. 

We are hoping to offer a course 
Teaching Native Language 
Immersion to our NLIP students for 
2012 summer. This course will fall 
under the NLIP Summer Institute 
program and is designed for 
Native Language teachers who 
have completed the NLTC or the 
NASL Diploma programs. For more 
information, you can call me 
directly at 1-807-343-8003 or e­
mail: bbeardy@lakeheadu.ca. 

We feel it Is Important to 
remind people of the 
description of the Native 
Language Instructors' Program 
(NLIP), Its objectives and other 
programs. 

Description of 
the Program 
The Native Language Instructors' Program (NLIP) at Lakehead University is the 
only program in Ontario with a mandate from the Ontario College of Teachers 
to provide teacher certification in Algonquian languages. Established in 1984, 
the purpose of NLIP is to provide persons who are fluent in their native 
language with a recognized (in accordance with the Ministry of Education) 
means of teaching that language to their respective communities. In other 
words, NLIP serves largely as a school that educates students in a relatively 
standardized method of instruction, which is applied to traditional languages. 
By no means restrictive, NLIP provides a learning environment that respects, 
encompasses and promotes traditional teaching practices and beliefs. NLIP 
also provides courses to those persons who wish to become fluent in a 
particular language. 

Students for the Native Language Instructors' program apply from across 
Ontario and other regions; once accepted they have an opportunity to earn a 
teaching certificate or diploma. The program is offered in the month of July 
for three or four summers. 

The purpose of the Native Language Instructors' Program is to increase the 
number of Native language teachers through summer programs, which will 
prepare them to teach Native Languages as described in Ontario Ministry of 
Education regulations. The program provides the students the study of the 
structure of the Native language, pedagogical principles, methods and 
techniques for teaching Native Languages. Course requirements are met 
through a combination of courses and student teaching. 

1. the students will have understanding of the underlying structure of their language and will have developed 
literacy skills; 

2. the �udents will have a knowledge of methods and techniques for teaching Native As A Second Language; 
3. the students will have an understanding of practical pedagogical principles that will help them work within 

the context of the school, with administrators, teachers, students, and the community; 
4. the students will successfully complete a combination of observation and teaching experience; 
5, the students will have gained knowledge of the traditional teachings and values inherent in Native 

languages and culture; 
6. to maintain the survival of the Native language and culture; 
7. that the NLIP students have outlined for them the traits, skills and habits of a successful university student; 
8. that the NLIP students be trained in and measured by a single teaching formula and a common lesson 

planning and evaluation format; 
that NUP provide to its students the means to develop traits, skills and habits of a successful university 
!s'tlldent. 
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Native Language Teacher's Certification 

A three summer program for the month of July; training in teaching Native as a 
second language to students whose first language is English. 

The Certification Program is designed for individuals who want to teach a Native 
Language as a second language in a primary or secondary school. It focuses on 
developing skills required for second language teaching. The curriculum is 
designed for students who enter the program with an Algonquian Language 
background. 

Admission to the NLTC Program 

Students will be admitted to the program provided that they meet both of the 
following: 
(a) Native language requirement of the course to which the candidate wishes 

to be admitted. i.e. for both NASL/NLTC - fluently speak a native language. 

(b) Lakehead University Admission Requirements. Requirements for 
Admission to Undergraduate Degree Programs (See Mature Student and 
Extraordinary Admissions in the Lakehead University on-line calendar at 
www.lakeheadu.ca). 

Components 

In order to qualify for the Transitional Certificate of Qualification and 
Registration through the Ontario College of Teachers (OCT), a student will be 
required to complete successfully each year all four half-courses of the following: 

1. Algonquian Courses: Introduction to literacy in Native Language, Practice 
in reading and writing, curriculum materials and understanding of 
language structures. 

2. Methodology Courses: Methods of second language teaching, planning, 
use of curriculum guidelines, classroom activities, evaluation, and 
materials production. 

3. Pedagogy Courses: A survey of teacher ethics, classroom management 
skills, record keeping and planning. An examination of characteristics of 
children. Identification and solutions to common problems facing Native 
language teachers. An examination of bilingual education, strengths, 
weaknesses, problems, and opportunities. 

4. Practicum: Students become familiar with Ministry of Education 
documents, plan for instruction, classroom observation and on-site 
teaching experiences in Native language classes with children aged five to 
sixteen. Students participate in workshops and assemblies that provide 
activities and resources for the classroom. 

Anishinaabemowin Gikino'amaadiiwigamig 



NLTC student graduates wishing to enter the fourth 
year of the NASL diploma may do so providing that 
they complete all the NLIP requirements. 

NASL on-campus courses consists of: Algonquian 2233, 
Education 1354, and Education 1574. 

Education 1599 is a supervised fall and winter 
practicum, off-campus, in the fourth year of the Native 
Language Instructors' Program and is a required course 
to complete six prescribed assignments. 

Upon successful completion of the Fourth Year or NASL 
Program, student is awarded a Lakehead University 
Native as a Second Language Diploma and can attend 
the Lakehead University Convocation. 

Each summer, two Advanced Native Language and/or 
Linguistic courses are offered to students who have 
graduated from both NLTC and NASL programs 
wishing to extend their knowledge and do research in 
the area of their specialty as well as to any person 
similarly qualified. 

For 2012 NLIP Summer Session these courses are 
being offered: 

Native language 2711 
Introduction to Native American linguistics 

A survey of the native languages of North America: 
present situation, historical relationships, sound 
systems, grammatical structures, geographic and social 
variation, writing systems and language maintenance. 
The basic principles of descriptive and historical 
linguistics will be introduced. 

Native language 3811 
Special Topic I 

A half course on a selected topic. (Possibly an 
Immersion course.) 

- --- � -- ----�----

Native as a Second Language 
for Non-fluent Speakers 

The courses in this series are intended for students who 
wish to learn either Ojibwe or Cree, and are not 
normally intended for students already fluent in one of 
these languages. These Ojibwe and Cree courses are 
usually offered through-out the year including spring 
and summer and depending on the student 
enrollment. Some of these courses are cross listed with 
Indigenous Learning. 

Ojibwe as a Second Language 

Lakehead University offers introductory courses in two 
of the main dialect variants found in Ontario. Severn 
Ojibwe (sometimes also referred to as 'Oji-Cree,' and as 
Anihshininiimowin in the language itself) is the 
primary dialect spoken in much of Ontario north of the 
Berens River. It is frequently written using the 
traditional syllabic writing system; a wide variety of 
orthographic traditions, both alphabetic and syllabic, 
are used in Ojibwe dialects. Western Ojibwe refers to 
the dialects of Ojibwe spoken in communities from 
approximately Sault Ste. Marie in the east, along the 
north shore of Lake Superior, and through the Lake of 
the Woods area. 

Severn Ojibwe Courses include: 

Introduction to Severn Ojibwe Part I and Part II. 
Intermediate Ojibwe 
Advanced Ojibwe 

Western Ojibwe Courses include: 

Introduction to Western Ojibwe Part I and Part II. 

Cree as a Second Language 

Introduction to Cree Part I and Part II are normally 
offered through out the year but is dependent on the 
student enrollment. 



The Native Language Minor 

Students at Lakehead University may obtain a Minor in 
Native Languages by taking an appropriate series of 
courses. 

There are two paths for obtaining the Native Language 
Minor. 

A) The first is intended for fluent speakers of a Native 
language (usually Ojibwe or Cree). 

B) The second is intended for individuals who wish to 
learn a Native language, or to improve their fluency 
in a Native language. 

An overall average of 60% is required in three courses 
chosen in consultation with the Coordinator, NLIP 
program. 

Program Requirements for Fluent Speakers 

The following sequence of courses is recommended for 
�tudents who are fluent in Ojibwe or Cree. 

1) The equivalent of ONE full first year" ALGO" course. 
This requirement may be satisfied by taking ALGO 
1212 and ALGO 1232 (Note: these courses are 
normally offered during the summer session only). 

2) The equivalent of TWO full courses beyond the first 
year level. This may be met by taking a combination 
of "ALGO" courses and/or " NALA" courses. In 
consultation with the NLIP coordinator, special 
combinations of courses may be designed. 

Program Requirements for Second Language 
Learners and Non-Fluent Speakers 

The following sequence of courses is recommended for 
students who are learning Ojibwe or Cree. 

1) The equivalent of ONE full first year "OJIB" or 
"CREE" course. This requirement is satisfied by 
taking OJIB 1013 or 1014 and OJIB 1015 or 1016 or 
Cree 1010 and Cree 1012. These courses are 
regularly offered during the fall and winter 
semesters, and may also be offered during the 
month of July. 

2) The equivalent of TWO full courses beyond the first 
year level. This may be met by taking a combination 
of "OJIB" or "CREE" courses and/or appropriate 

"NALA" courses. In consultation with the NLIP 
coordinator, special combinations of courses may be 
designed. 

NLIP Linguistic Community 
Residence 

With the cooperation of the Lakehead University 
Residence and Conference Services, townhouses for NLIP 
students are set a side for the month of July each summer. 
The residence provides atmosphere conducive to serious 
study and encourages the use of the Native language to 
the greatest extent. Parents are responsible for children in 
the residence community and on campus. 

NLIP Residence Coordinator and Assistant are available to 
provide services day and evenings including weekends on­
site at the residence. 

NLIP Elders Program 

Elders provide counselling and general support to 
students regarding personal, social, guidance and cultural 
needs. On occasion, Elders are invited by the faculty 
lecturers and children's programs to share storytelling 
sessions and cultural knowledge and experiences to the 
classes. They conduct opening and closing prayers at 
assemblies and staff meetings, smudges, sweat lodge, and 
sunrise ceremonies. They maintain liaison and 
communication with the students, children's programs, 
faculty and staff. 

Elders are available during the day and in the evenings 
including weekends for the students. 

NLIP Student Support 
Workers 

The student support workers provide assistance and 
support to students in accessing University services: 
Aboriginal Services, Library, Learning Assistance Centre, 
Health Services, Financial Aid Office, etc. They also 
support students regarding personal, social and cultural 
needs. Maintain liaison and communication with the 
students, children's programs, faculty and staff and work 
with NLIP student council regarding goals and activities. 
They encourage students to participate in the planning 
and organization of activities, maintaining 
communication links, scheduling and advertising of 
events. 

Aboriginal Education Counsellor may be available 
on-site, three days per week to provide social, 
cultural and academic support to students 
during the summer programs. 



Lakehead University 

Native Language Teacher's Certification (NLTC) 
July 3 - July 27, 2012 

Native as a Second Language (NASL) Diploma 
July 9 - July 27, 2012 

Institute Courses 
July 9 - July 27, 2012 

Native Language 2 711 
Introduction to Native American Linguistics 

A survey of the Native languages of North America: present situation, 
historical relationships, sound systems, grammatical structures, 
geographic and social variation, writing systems and language 

maintenance. The basic principles of descriptive and historical linguistics 
will be introduced. 

Native Language 3811 
Special Topic I 

A half course on a selected topic. (Possibly an Immersion course.) 

Second Language Courses 

Ojibwe 

July 3 - July 19, 2012 
Ojibwe 1 013 Part I 

Introduction to basic Severn Ojibwe phonetics, grammar and 
conversation. 

July 23 - August 9, 2012 
Ojibwe 1015 Part II 

Developmental of conversational skills and practice in writing. 

Cree 

July 3 - July 19, 2012 
Cree 1 010 Part I 

Introduction to basic Severn Ojibwe phonetics, grammar and 
conversation. 

July 23 - August 9, 2012 
Cree 1012 Part II 

Developmental of conversational skills and practice in writing. 
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Click here to see Tim on youtube: 

Tjm speaks Ojibwe[Tim ojibwemo 
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New Release 

Nenapohs Legends 
Memoir 2 

Margaret Cote 
ISBN: 978-0-88977-219-9 

Series: University of Regina Publications 
25 

Year: 2011 
Pages: 1 12  

Binding: Paperback 

$19.95 

Seven traditional stories of the Saulteaux 
trickster. Nenapohs. 

In both Standard Roman Orthography 
and Syllabics, with English translation 

and a glossary of Saulteaux words. 

Shop on-line at 
WWW.CPRCPRESS.CA 

Are you returning for NLIP 2012 Summer 
School? 

If you were an NLTC (Year 1 ,  2 and 3) student last summer, you may proceed to 
register on-line for the NLTC summer courses. Year 3 NLTC students who wish to 
do an additional year for year 4 or NASL Diploma program may also proceed to 
register on-line. Since many of you were able to register your courses on-line 
last year, this should be a little bit more easier. If you are unsure which courses 
you should register, please refer to your transcripts. The "ALGO" year 1 and 2 
courses are a bit tricky as you will need to know which section of the ALGO 
course you took last year and must register the same section for second year 
students, i.e. for Cree speakers you took ALGO 1 212 AC and can register for 
ALGO 1 232 AC; for western Oji-Cree speakers; ALGO 1 21 2  AA for 1 232 AA; 
eastern Ojibwe speakers AB; and for western speakers AD. For returning first 
year NLTC students, ALGO 1 232 AA/ AD sections of Western Ojibwe and Western 
Oji-Cree may be combined for the 201 2  Summer session as is the first year ALGO 
1 21 2  AA/ AD sections. 

All others, new first year NLTC applicants and Institute Courses applicants MUST 
apply through Lakehead ADMISSIONS office. If you require assistance or need 
more information, call Diane Maybee or Bruce K. Beardy at 1 -807-343-8542 or 
1 -807-343-8003; E-mail: dma bee@lakeheadu.ca or bbeardy@lakeheadu.ca. 

For returning NLTC students, using your Mylnfo (WebAdvisor) go to htt!UL 
howtoregister.lakeheadu.ca/ for registration instructions. PLEASE read and 
follow the instructions. If you are having a difficult time, call Diane or Bruce at 
the NLIP office. 

Bring your Lesson Plans 

The summer NLIP Practicum Planner is encouraging all returning NLTC students 
to bring their Lesson Plans that they used for their classes over the school year. 
Please review your lessons carefully and identify what worked best and how 
they can be improved. Bring all, if you have available, your worksheets, 
exemplars and rubrics that go with the lessons. With this idea, you will have all 
your resources to use for your practice teaching next summer. You will be 
required to teach a minimum of three practicums during the summer. 

For Ontario Ministry of Education Native Languages resources, visit the 
website at: hUp:/ /www._edu_.gov.on.caLeng/ 

For Ontario College of Teachers, visit the website at: b_ttp;/ /�o_ct.ca/ 




