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(An address delivered to the North western Ontario Development

Council, Port Arthur, Nov. ?b, 1968)

Stretching across this country from Newfouddland
to northern British Columbia lies the corridor to
Canada's future. Tn a great arc spreading in a broad
band east and west from Hudson Bay 11e* the vast
potential of n=tural resources of this country. Although
c«ome attempt i1s beineg made to develop these resources,
tne attemnt 13 le=s than this country deserves. It
is still, in =ost cases, s reap and run policy which
sbvenns the development of northern Canada., What 1s
recgutred 18 some form of inte-rated scheme wnich
will tie the effictent development of Northern Can-
ada f1to one v-st netwerk of accomolishment. Such a

schere is the

MTD-C ANADA DEVELOPMENT CORRTDOR

The oricinal concept of such a corridor beran in
the mind of R'ch:rd Bohmer, 2 Toronto lawver. Mr.
Rohmer has had coneiderable experience in land use
énd lard nlannine, and in transportation., Becinning
with the basic idea of a second e st-west railroad
to 11k existine sour iines from the soruth, the
gscheme soon be~ume comvonnded vwith a -~ns*der:tion
of 2 1ink bet#een new towns and c*iies, the 1laea of
northern manufacturine centres, secondary linkares

Swch as atiehtiovwagt hnd ninalpines, | JTmnoaorte-nt 4n this
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scheme %€ the idea of permanent urbanizstion of the
mi d-north.

“r. Roamer énlisted the help of Acres Resezrch
snc Plannineg Limited, Rece~rch by this company oro-
duced in Julv?1967 a Study book, a publication which
has already run into 1ts third printing. It is by
f r one of the best coraphic Inventories of Canads's
ratential, Out of this r @sesrch, by 8 process of

se;viv*,'th;t is by laving one set of conditions
(weather, resources, etc.) over another, and by
celentine from the residue a rensonably acceptable
area in wnic» »Heople mizht live, the Yorridor
emerved. The corridor i1s a strip of land in the
baresl forest from Labredor and Newfoundland, curving
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conthwoerd througs Quebec and Mntario sznd then north_, AN»V e LA
- N TR S
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wertward 2-ross the prairte vrovinces, to northwestern
Alberts; at this point the corrtdor splits into three,
ane br:=nch extendine north un the HMacKenzie river,
one brench west throuch the southern Ynkon, and s
th'rd throush northern British Yolu+bia to the Pec-
(MR C 6 aiSithe
Acres commiscioned Kennedy Horizons Limited,

Jer ard Kenne:y and his wife, T.V. personsllity,

Betty Konnedy!tn nroduce a f11lm sbout this country.

n worss wan “er-ribe what this {11m shows you. Ledies

and ~entlemen, T.onr-ocent ithe f1lm
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Wwe must nnt lecve this mamificent land to

”ﬂ1n. rortunatel ve a8 Canadians have no reason
“u'ﬁé;k£275 th?ﬂizgagt;vkto Cain., We have the compet-
ence and the croabtlity 1n Canada to develop the

std-north as a nlace of sustsined development which
will be attr active to the 100 million penple that
represent the incresse In our population during the
next 100 vears, Perhaps t'*s scheme 's the plan
that wve nead,

% ssy‘per‘apnﬂbecnure as ‘ret (thefachere 12
u=tr-*~2, What v m>» t do 1s to subiect this scheme
to 2areful scrutiny. For this purpose a founcation
h:e been formed with Lalzehead University, the Univ-
erstty of Guelph, and Laurentisn University acting

. N
a8 the Tonnding sponsors, TnvitationsAhavéL%een
sent to the Universtities of Montreal, British Colu-
mbia, Albertn, 12nitoba and Saskatchewsn, as well & s

“aval Untversity and ‘emortsl University of Newfound-
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The "1d-Cannda Develnpment “orridor toundation
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has ns 1ts obiectives;

1. fo examine the pructicebility of a contin-
nine lonc-range economic devel~nment and land use
nlan for urtanizstion, jndustrislization, and cen-
er 1 3 velopment of “414-Canad ; and to tafe ena to
use the conc nt of the Mid-C nnad:n Development vorr-

it s ai e s iRt “.;;
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1s i'ound to be both fensable and practicable, then
to formnlate recommendsti-ns gnd suegrest courctes of
actisn to be delfvered tn federal and provincial
rovern-ents¢ tn f’-ancial,zmt comnercial, and

i~dustrial sectors of the nat!onal comminuty and to
the Canadian universities,

The inveattcation of the scheme will be
in three parts. ''n Auneust 20 to 22, 1969 there will
be an inftisl conference at Lakehesd University to

Tntroduce and cutlirde the x® oroblems which face us
Gl " 1 M ot
this pert-ogf tNE TSIy, Lhe

in the :velopment of -
sroa . areas to be discussed are
Environment

Hesources

Constitutional and Jurisdictional
matters

Technolory FLog
Iransnnrt:-tion and Corrunication
r*nancing

"Tuyman and Eenonomic Frctors.

The kev pnapers in each secii-n will be orepczred and

7iven by emninent Cansdians, speciaii:zts in thelr
Investaent
I'tei a. Duff Koblin, of (‘anadian Pactific knrdusixkams

Limited will vnresent ornblems related po fluman anaq

y Y P tlar of ol
Eeonomic Factors, Dr. .M. wolandt, will deal with

Technology
NMlowing thfis inttizl sesston the invited ~em-
=1 Cz'

bers w11 be divi-ied Intn seven ”POU”SJtﬂ comatider each

Af the tonics . Kach or-up will be lead bv knowledtavle



peovle familiar with the north and its problems. For
the three months frllowing this conference these
groups will t:-avel on field trips into various parts
of the north to gain firct hand information on the
toofc vhich thev are consideréne, It 1s planned
that about 1/3 of the total membership will also
v sit aregos in Scandinavia and Russia where similar
nroblems exist, and where some solutions have been
found.
“0'lowing the fielc trips, sometime in the
early n_azﬁj:;ﬁhexi“yea;, a fin ;.L ?@&?"ﬁ;ﬁiw L': _ W.,wb.f.,
be held,at which reports will be preented by the Corn oot~
several roups. These will be discussed. rrom the
repcrf&iaﬁ\discussion vill te nroduced a final
workine paver c¢ontainin~ the recomr~endections advanc-
ed by the members,
Thias will all take a ereat deal of money 5
but 1t will be money well spent if some finael plan, —
and 1t may not by the “id-Candd Corridor Scheme ,—
can be evnlved which will point‘the way to a ffritiul .
Covooto, pad: nanst
development of Mid-gerre¥a. The rioney for these
conferences is comine from the tederrsl and Frovin-
cial ~covernrents in part, and also,[in large part
from Canadisan nvned industry.
Althourh the need for foreien capital to
Aevelop Canadae 1s rrrat, tlee—rewsd—feor the vlannine
of thias “gvelonment mast be by Canadisns, This is
whv we are a¥ine onlv Cancdfan industry to sharc in

- 1 g ey
this exciting evnloration of nur pearth.,
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Tt 18 orat:fvhn~ to know that Canadien industry has
risen to the challenge and 1s contributing handsome-
1v tn thés natfonal enterprise, Already some
tnédustries have con'»ibuted montes into the rFound-
ation, The &nthustasm for the proiect has been
more than we expected. WMr, Morgan has had the
privilere of meeting +1th some of the Captains of
Candian industry to introduce the idea to them,
T think he will xxrsaxkhakx assure you o what T
am cay'ne.
“embrre™'p tn *“e ra~Panegmar will consist of
50 Governemtn #, IR s SR
75 Bmkxmmxkx¥ Industry ' - Ser ..
25 University V' jidsrn e
Thie number of sests 1s a minimum and may be
sdded to 2s we nroceed., These will be the partici-
rotinec members., There uncounbtedly will be some

arvanr:ment Bor 1liatening participation T both of

the ~onferences s LAY
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It a vasitive plen - whatever its form --

emerves from these senfereness sessions, the con-
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ference must convince the roverneatzs ithat the phai—
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should be eneeted ai-the—ewnliest_nossiblis—ttmwe, It

Iy

18 nonsgible that,a master plan couwld tuke ab least
five vears In the orepsration and ' rchit cost between
rive and ten million dollesra. Tf 1t is to be
prepared, then it must be cdone as a{{ul} snd equal

partnershin betveen rederal, PPHV*DO$%1yWBU! Terrt-

torial caverrnrmenta with a full and "eaﬁin”fnl involve-



ment of Canada's universities and business community.

At different times inztke-sest in the history
of this country, some magn!ficent scheme has tran-
scended petty regional differences, has lifted us
from the fear of forelgn domination, has bound us
together as a nation. To me, we are at a time in
our history when some transcending purpose must
>rip us or we 52;1 dfsihbegrate as a nation. I
believe éhnt the farmmkxkkmmxaf development of

M*d-Canad=s North is just éuch a scheme, Mid-
Canada North 1s destined to play an ever increasing
role in this country8s growth to a self-sustaining
notion, let us — ot 7»—«»{/3’ —

Leave Tt Not To Cain



